
   

LA TOUCHE LEGACY SPEAKERS 

DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS 

 

         The 2020s 

2025 — "The Emerging New Ireland"  

Opening: Cllr. Melanie Corrigan, Cllr. Lourda Scott  

• Speakers: Prof. Mary E. Daly, Eamon Delaney  

• Speakers: Dr. Sorcha O’Brien, Dr. Cormac Moore  

• Speakers: Julie Parsons  

• Lecture: Dr. Chris Lawlor  

• Dinner: Deputy Simon Harris (An Tanaiste) (p. 1) 

 

2024 — "Ireland in the post-WW2 world and the challenge of modernity"  

Opening: Cllr. Melanie Corrigan, Cllr. Tom Fortune 

• Speakers: Dr. Sarah-Anne Buckley, Dr. David Jameson  

• Speakers: Dr. Michael Kennedy, Felix M. Larkin  

• Speakers: Professor Fearghal McGarry  

• Lecture: Paul Gorry  

 

2023 — "Social Discourse of the 20th Century in Ireland"  

Opening: Cllr. Aoife Flynn Kennedy, Cllr. Mark Barry 

• Speakers: Dr. Brian Gurrin, Dr. Emma Lyons  

• Speakers: Professor Emeritus Michael Laffan, Felix Larkin  

• Speakers: Dr. Ian d’Alton  

• Lecture: Dr. Emily Mark Fitzgerald  

• Dinner: Stephen Collins 
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2022 — "Ireland Through the 40’s and Before"  

Opening: Cllr. Tommy Annesley, Cllr. Gerry Walsh  

• Speakers: Dr. Jennifer Redmond, Professor Emeritus Michael Laffan  

• Speakers: Dr. Michael Kennedy, Professor Mary E. Daly  

• Speakers: Dr. David McCullagh  

• Lecture: Clodagh 

 

2020 & 2021 — No Seminars Held (p. 2) 

• Reason: Cancelled due to Covid-19 pandemic  

 

         The 2010s 

2019 — "Ireland Through the Turbulent 30s"  

Opening: Cllr. Pat Vance, Cllr. Tom Fortune  

• Speakers: John Dorney, Dr. Martin Mansergh  

• Speakers: Claire McGing, Professor Fearghal McGarry  

• Speakers: David McCullagh  

• Lecture: Dr. Margaret Ward  

• Dinner: H.E. Michael Collins  

 

2018 — "Evolution of the Irish State – Social & Political"  

Opening: Cllr. Pat Vance, Cllr. Nicola Lawless  

• Speakers: Rosemary Cullen-Owens, Noel Campbell  

• Speakers: Dr. Martin O’Donoghue, Felix Larkin  

• Speakers: David McCullagh  

• Drama: St. Kevin’s National School students (p. 2) 

• Lecture: Liz Goldthorpe  

• Dinner: Deputy Simon Harris  
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2017 — "Creating a New State" (p. 3) 

Opening: Wicklow County Council Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Gerry Walsh  

• Speakers: Dr. Conor Mulvagh, Professor Maurice Manning  

• Speakers: Dr. Ida Milne, Dr. Mel Farrell  

• Speakers: Dr. Leeann Lane  

• Lecture: Joan Kavanagh  

• Dinner: Dr. Martin Mansergh  

 

2016 — "Emerging Ireland Post 1916"  

Opening: Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  

• Speakers: Dr. Mary McAuliffe, Catherine Wright  

• Speakers: Sean Boyne, Dr. Owen McGee  

• Speakers: Sinead McCoole, Stephen Collins, Chris Corlett  

• Drama: St. Laurence’s NS student exhibition  

• Lecture: Chris Corlett  

• Dinner: Pat Cox  

 

2015 — "Reflections on Great War & Easter Rising 1916"  

Opening: Cllr. Grainne McLoughlin  

• Speakers: Dr. Clara Cullen, Eva O’Hara, John O’Keeffe  
• Speakers: Prof. Susan Schreibman, Philip Orr  
• Speakers: Turtle Bunbury, Ian Kenneally, Michael McGinley  
• Lecture: Michael McGinley  

• Dinner: John Bruton  

• Tour: Historical Greystones walking tour  
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2014 — "The Great War Roadshow"  

Opening: Cllr. Tom Fortune  

• Speakers: Dr. Myles Dungan, Turtle Bunbury  

• Speakers: Dr. Ciaran Wallace, John O’Keeffe  

• Speakers: Brendan Flynn, Rosemary Raughter  

• Speakers: Mark Thompson, Cllr. Christopher Fox  

• Speakers: Deputy Anne Ferris, Lord Meath  

• Lecture: Turtle Bunbury  

• Dinner: Bray Concert Band performance) 

 

2013 — "Local Government – A New Dawn"  

Opening: Councillor Stephen Stokes  

• Speakers: Jim Power, Brendan Keenan  

• Speakers: Frank McDonald, Anne O’Keeffe  

• Speakers: Tom Dowling  

• Lecture: Chris Corlett  

• Dinner: Mike Nesbitt MLA  

 

2012 — "Local Democracy – Myth or Reality?"  

Opening: Cllr. Angus Carson  

• Speakers: Deputy Brendan Howlin, Dr. Deiric O’Broin) 

• Speakers: Deputy Michéal Martin, John Kilraine  

• Speakers: Mary O’Rourke, Dr. Philip Byrne  

• Lecture: Rob Goodbody  

• Dinner: Morgan O’Sullivan  

 

 

 



   

LA TOUCHE LEGACY SPEAKERS 

DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS 

 
2011 — "Local Democracy – A Vision for the Future"  

Opening: Cllr. Mervyn Oswald  

• Speakers: Dr. Mark Callanan, Sarah Carey  

• Speakers: Dr. Aodh Quinlivan, Dan O’Brien  

• Speakers: Joe Crockett  

• Lecture: Rosemary Raughter  

• Dinner: Deputy Phil Hogan  

 

2010 — "Local Democracy in Changing Times" (p. 5) 

Opening: Cllr. David Smyth  

• Speakers: Frank McDonald, Mary Davis) 

• Speakers: Heather Moorehead, Gráinne McLoughlin  

• Speakers: Terry O’Niadh, Brendan Keenan, Anne O'Keefe ( 

• Lecture: Catriona Crowe  

• Dinner: Senator David Norris  

 

         The 2000s 

2009 — "Are Local Authorities Good for your Health?"  

Opening: William Montgomery  

• Speakers: John Treacy, Professor John Sweeney  

• Speakers: Robin Webster, Bill Murphy  

• Speakers: Paul Sweeney, P. J. Rudden, Michael McLoone  

• Lecture: Christiaan Corlett  
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2008 — "Local Authorities & the Business Sector – Lessons to Learn?"  

Opening: Jim Fletcher  

• Speakers: Sean Mulryan, Tom Parlon, Tom Coffey  
• Speakers: Derek McCallan, Sean Quirke  

• Speakers: Sean Dunne, John Nolan  

• Lecture: Matthias Fleckenstein  

• Dinner: Sean Fitzpatrick  

 

2007 — "The Changing Ireland – Are Local Authorities Prepared?"  

• Opening: Most Rev. Dr. John Neill  

• Speakers: Paul Kenny, Jim Power, Matt Dempsey  

• Speakers: John Fitzgerald, Dr. John Sweeney  

• Lecture: Michael McGinley  

• Dinner: Christy Kenneally  

 

2006 — "Local Authorities and Minorities"  

Opening: Most Rev. Dr. Diarmuid Martin  

• Speakers: Niall Crowley, Isabella Chudzicka, Tom Dowling  

• Lecture: Canon Robert Jennings  

• Dinner: Sean Duignan  

 

2005 — "The Role of Local Authorities in the Promotion of Public Order"  

Opening: Dick Roche TD  

• Speakers: Brendan Kenny, John Lonergan, Dr. Ian O’Donnell  

• Lecture: Matthias Fleckenstein  

• Dinner: Marion Schaefer  
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2004 — "Public Service Delivery versus Privatisation"  

Opening: Hubert Fitzpatrick  

• Speakers: Jim Power, David Begg, Donal Connolly  

• Lecture: Peter McNiff  

• Dinner: George Hamilton  

• Tour: Cabinteely House  

 

2003 — "Future Role of Local Authorities in the Promotion of Arts & Culture" 

Opening: Bernard Farrell  

• Speakers: Patricia Quinn, Thomas McCarthy, Mary McAuliffe  

• Lecture: David La Touche, Michael McGinley  

• Dinner: Ben Barnes  

• Tour: Kilruddery, Bray  

 

2002 — "Local Authorities and the Media"  

Opening: Sean Duignan  

• Speakers: Fintan Drury, Frank McDonald  

• Speakers: Valerie Cox, Tim O’Brien  

• Lecture: Judith Flannery  

• Dinner: Dick Roche TD ( 

• Tour: La Touche House, Bank of Ireland  

 

2001 — "Global Warming – Should We Panic?"  

Opening: Frank McDonald  

• Speakers: Duncan Stewart, Adrian Bell  

• Speakers: Department of Environment Official  

• Lecture: Michael Cotton Digges La Touche  

• Dinner: Joe Jacob TD  

• Tour: Marley House and Park  
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2000 — "BMW Versus Morris Minor – The New Economic Border"  

Opening: Thierry Terrier  

• Speakers: Gerry Finn, Ray O’Leary, Finian Matthews  

• Lecture: Jim Brennan TC  

• Dinner: Sean Dorgan  

• Tour: National Gallery La Touche Collection  

 

         The 1990s 

1999 — "Social Exclusion – The Hidden Face of the Celtic Tiger"  

Opening: George Jones TC  

• Speakers: Rev. Fr. Liam Ryan, Hugh Frazer, John Fitzgerald  
• Lecture: Sergio Benedetti  

 

1998 — "Local Authorities – A Re-Assessment – 100 Years On"  

Opening: Liam Kavanagh  

• Speakers: Anne O’Keeffe, Frank McDonald  

• Speakers: Richard Haslam, John Cullen  

• Lecture: Michael McGinley, Phyllis Rawlins Digges La Touche  

 

1997 — "Has the Computer Age By-passed the Local Councillor?"  

Opening: Michael Sheridan  

• Speakers: Kevin Jones, Liam Fitzpatrick  

• Speakers: Christine Flood, Dr. Vincent Murphy  

• Lecture: Judith Flannery  

• Dinner: Joe Jacob  
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1996 — "The Role of Local Authorities in the Promotion of the Arts"  

Opening: Dr. Garech Browne  

• Speakers: Maureen Armstrong, Muireann Ni Chonaill, Fergal McGrath  

• Lecture: Michael McGinley  

• Dinner: Morgan O’Sullivan  

 

1995 — "The Role of Local Authorities in Urban & Rural Development"  

Opening: Joe Moran  

• Speakers: Professor Jim Walsh, James Walsh, William Ringwood  

• Lecture: Pastor Robert F. Dunlop  

• Dinner: Liz McManus  

 

1994 — "Local Authorities and the National Heritage"  

Opening: Archbishop Dr. A. R. Caird  

• Speakers: Noel Kavanagh, John Griffin  
• Speakers: Joan Kavanagh, Carton Finnegan  

• Lecture: Judith Flannery  

• Dinner: Noel Dempsey TD  

 

1993 — "The Role of Local Authorities in Economic Development"  

Opening: Dom Christopher Dillon  

• Speakers: Paul Cullen, Mahon Murphy  

• Speakers: Dr. Euryn Lloyd Evans, Colm Rapple  

• Lecture: Michael McGinley  

• Dinner: John Browne TD  
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1992 — "The New Europe – Challenge to Local Authorities"  

Opening: Bishop Donal Murray  

• Speakers: Tom Broderick, Sean O’Riordan, Dick Roche  

• Lecture: Pamela Bradley  

• Dinner: Thomas Jago  

 

1991 — "The Role of Local Authorities in Preservation of our Heritage"  

Opening: Mary Harney TD  

• Speakers: Eamon de Buitlear, Frank McDonald, John Sadlier  

• Lecture: Emer Singleton  

• Dinner: Dr. Garrett Fitzgerald TD  

 

1990 — "La Touche Seminar" 

Opening: Bernard Rogan, Marcel Ropert  

• Speakers: The Hon. Desmond Guinness, Dr. J. P. Pittion, Tom Barrington) 

• Lecture: Seamas O’Saothrai  

• Dinner: David Kennedy  

•  

         The 1980s 

1989 — "La Touche Legacy"  

Opening: Jean-Max Bouchaud  

• Speakers: Paul Doyle, Professor Louis M. Cullen, Seamas O’Saothrai (p. 10) 

• Lecture: Dr. D. Digges La Touche  

• Dinner: Bernard Breen  


